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On the 20th of March 2020, a total
quarantine was decreed in Colombia.
Everybody was scared, and by watching
the news, one could see that the whole
world was in a rush of panic and fear. At that
time, | had started my application for my
master's course in Germany because I had
always dreamt of studying in that country. [
had printed and filled out dozens of forms,
read many others, and collected numerous
legal documents necessary for obtaining identification certificates,
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experience statements, and qualifications to secure a university position
anywhere. When the total quarantine was decreed, I felt hopeless,
thinking that I had wasted my time and money applying and preparing
to travel. Furthermore, airports and offices were closed, and the entire
world seemed to be falling apart—much like my dream of studying
abroad for my master's.

My mother suggested Korea as an option for my studies, which
[ initially thought was insane due to reasons like distance, language,
and the fact that it had never crossed my mind before. However,
my mother's suggestions have an annoying tendency to become
prophetic. Following her advice, I discovered the Korean War
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In the Company of Divine Learning: A Journey of Faith and Transformation

Memorial Foundation, which offered a scholarship for students who
were descendants of Korean War Veterans. This discovery filled me
with excitement, as it became a ray of light shining into my dimmed
hopes. After once again filling out numerous documents, obtaining
recommendation letters, and meeting other requirements, I managed to
secure a place at SNU. I informed the foundation about my successful
application with great joy, and they reviewed and approved it. [ was set
to begin my master's program in Korea next semester:

[ left Colombia on Friday, the 12th of February 2021, to ensure that
I completed my quarantine before the semester started on the 1st of
March. During my journey to Incheon, my first stop on the itinerary

VERITAS LUX MEA



N2l Lie)

7

was in Mexico. To my surprise, I realized there was a mistake in my
Korean Visa that I had overlooked and needed to be corrected. This
correction process took me a month to complete. I still remember
standing at the Benito Judrez airport at 5 am on that Saturday, with my
large blue luggage in the middle of that massive airport, having no idea
what to do or where to go. However; a fresh breeze of hope swept over
me as | remembered that if this was part of God’s plan, then amazing
things were in store for me.

Coincidentally, a friend who rarely messaged me greeted me that
weekend. I still don't understand why, but I don't question the ways of
God. As it tumed out, she had a sister living in Mexico and offered me
a place to stay during that time. I managed to resolve the issue within
a month and continued my joumney to Korea. [ arrived in Korea on
the 20th of March 2021, in the midst of the pandemic and after all the
challenges I had faced. Despite everything, this day felt remarkable,
and I was certain that God's love was with me. When I arrived, my
quarantine arrangement had been canceled, so I had to find a place to
stay. However, things seemed to fall into place as I moved forward, and
Lstill can't describe in detail how each issue was resolved day by day.

By this point, I was clear in my belief that | had God's company on
this adventure. Despite the challenges of being a foreigner in a distant
land, the most significant challenge for me was being far away from
my loved ones. However, whenever I remembered God's presence
with me, the feelings of sadness vanished. Moreover, my experiences
of struggling to reach Korea and the events that followed made me
realize that [ was part of something greater, showing me the grandeur
and magnificence of God.

The classroom experience and the multicultural environment of
my classes made it one of the best experiences of my life. I learned not
only from professors with great intellect and analytical capabilities, but
also from the people around me who were placed there for a reason.
My classmates came from diverse backgrounds, teaching me different
perspectives and ways of thinking. This thought crossed my mind
frequently, especially in class, prompting me to close my eyes and offer
a prayer of gratitude for the generosity of God in allowing me to be
there and learn fiom these wonderful individuals.

Life outside the classrooms was equally eye-opening. I had never
experienced a cold winter like the one in Korea, so I worried about
appropriate clothing. At that time, my budget was tight, and buying a
long-padded coat was considered a huxury. Once again, to my surprise,
a friend from the SNU church reached out, saying he had a nice
padded coat that was too big for him but fit me perfectly. One less thing
to worry about— thought to myself, "Thank you, God."

The journey continued with many moments that made me realize [
was not alone throughout my adventure in Korea. My thesis drafts and
initial proposals were rejected, leading me to work an extra semester
to improve them and fundamentally change the focus of my analysis.
This adjustment came with additional costs, but once again, I received
a helping hand from God, this time through the Daehakchon church,
which generously provided crucial support to help me complete my
academic work and thesis responsibilities.

And here I am now, a completely transformed person from the one
who left his homeland to study in foreign lands. This transformation
wasn't solely due to my studies or my professional growth, but rather

because I leamed more about the grace and love of God. I saw firsthand
the majestic and miraculous ways in which He guides us through
storms to safe waters, allowing us to navigate the challenging waves of
life while ensuring we have the means to survive.

I'wish I could share more moments and convey how this experience
has fundamentally changed my life, shaping me into the person I
aspired to become. Ultimately, I now realize that even though I have
dreams and aspirations for who I want to be, it is God who has the final
say. This realization is a comfort for all of us, especially during times
of hardship and turmoil. Those who love Him will find solace in the
knowledge that everything will work out in the best possible way for
us.

My plans now revolve around continuing to live in Korea, as it
has gradually transformed into a place I can, to some extent, call
home. I've been blessed to witness the diligent hand of God at work
for me and others on numerous occasions, reinforcing the notion that
this beautiful country holds a special calling and significance for me.
While my family remains in Colombia, I am eagerly anticipating the
opportunity to visit them and reunite with those closest to my heart.
Yet, a crucial lesson I've absorbed is to entrust my journey and direction
to the almighty Lord for the next steps. With absolute confidence and
profound tranquility, I rest assured that wherever He guides me, that
will undeniably be the best place for me to be.

Camilo Varon(35 4 tshd £<))
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