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1. Please give us a brief introduction about
yourself.

1. ZHESHA] 291 470 Sereguy,

I am currently a lecturer in the Department of
Chinese Language and Literature at SNU and a
visiting scholar at the SNU Asia Center. | grew up
in New York City; graduated from Harvard College

5 in Cambridge, Massachusetts; and received
g ‘ my J.D. from Harvard Law School and Ph.D. in
Comparative Literature from the Harvard Graduate
School of Arts and Sciences. My research focuses on literati and legal culture
in the Chinese late imperial period and late Chosdn. My family and | attend
Galilee Baptist Church (Gwanak Chapel), and join Bible studies with SNU
Asian Baptist Student Koinonia (ABSK). | spend my free time chasing after
my two toddlers, reading books (most recently, The Lord of the Rings), and
following Yankees baseball.
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2. How did you get to believe in God?
2. of%A she2 A HAa?

| grew up with non-religious parents, but my great-grandmother was a
devout Christian. | first learned about Jesus from her. After my family and |
immigrated to the U.S., my life revolved around studying hard in school. But
the terrorist attack on the World Trade Center on September 11, 2001, which
occurred only blocks from my high school, made me seriously consider my
mortality and what life is all about. WWhen applying to college, | was deferred by
Harvard during the early round of admissions. | was extremely disappointed
and wondered if all those late nights studying were worth it. When [ finally got
to Harvard, | remembered my great-grandmother’s faith and began to read
the Bible to find out if there is more to life. In my sophomore year, | started
to attend Bible studies with Harvard Asian Baptist Student Koinonia (ABSK),
taught by Chaplain Dr. Rebekah Kim (°| =5}, 2|t 698), began an one-
on-one Bible study in the Gospel of John, and joined Antioch Baptist Church.
| was convicted of the truth of the Bible, recognized how much | needed God
especially through Psalm 42, and confessed that Jesus died for my sins so
that | can die to my old self and live eternally. After becoming a Christian, |
was baptized in the spring of 2006.
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3. Could you tell me about the Christian activities you participated in at
Harvard?

3. SP=olA] B7HIE Z2|Ad BE) thalA B FA 4 A7k

As an undergraduate and graduate student, | was part of Harvard ABSK.
With the graduate group, | was part of the staff. We had weekly Bible studies,
and special activities such as food and culture tours, sports fellowship,
Christmas and other holiday celebrations, hiking and kayaking, and movie and
game nights. One summer, we attended the Jesus Musical in Pennsylvania.
We had regular small group prayer meetings, invited Christian guest speakers
to give talks, had biannual retreats, and once upon a time, held Christian
Festivals, which were original Christian-themed musicals performed by
students.
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4. How did you start your life at Seoul National University?
4. AEdietile o9A A H4=A127

My wife Valerie, our two young children (Lydia and Margaret Emma), and |
moved to Seoul in January 2021 as | had received a Fulbright scholarship to
pursue research at SNU. | also received an appointment as a visiting scholar
at the SNU Asia Center. | was excited for the chance to become a part of
the SNU community. Our Galilee Church members helped my family find an
apartment near SNU, where we still live now.
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5. How is your life in Seoul? Are there any difficulties or differences from the
places you lived before?

5. 2ol K9] AL ol aa1x| 87 o} 9l Holut Aol AAE FTke] 3}
o7} A&U7A?

The pandemic has made it difficult to really explore the city, especially with
our daughters. But our children love it here because they have been so well
taken care of at our neighborhood daycare and by our church members. Not
being able to speak Korean fluently makes it hard to get around, but at least
many at SNU speak English! We are getting accustomed to the breakneck
pace of life here, where everyone seems to be so busy (and this is coming
from a New Yorker!). But it's a fun and friendly city—very large compared
to Boston, and extremely convenient (we love the fast and affordable food
delivery and Coupang!)—and we're glad to be here.
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6. What is the difference between Harvard and Seoul National University's
academic climate?

6. SPHESE MEH 9] S SEol= ofE Af°l7t U=A1 87

Both Harvard and SNU attract the best students and faculty. | have been
equally impressed by the work ethic of SNU and Harvard students. The main
difference is that almost every student at Harvard lives on campus, while most
SNU students do not. It seems to me that SNU students, especially those who
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have to commute long distances, have to make an extra effort to be part of the
university community. Harvard students have it much easier when it comes to
joining on-campus academic (and non-academic) events.
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7. Can you tell us about your visions?
7. Zkal A4 v tis) wEd FAUAL.

Foremost, | want to live out my faith as a Christian on the university campus
where | work. My hope is that | can live out the Great Commandment (Matthew
22:37-40) and Great Commission (Matthew 28:19-20) in everything that | do.
| desire for people to know the love of our Savior, and hope to share that love,
even the smallest part of it. As an academic, | interact with many scholars and
students, and | believe that God has placed me in such a position to share the
gospel with those among them who want to hear.
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8. | can easily see students who are struggling with conflicts between
academic or world values and faith on God. Have you ever had this kind of
trouble? If you have, how did you overcome it?

8. BB EE AH 7wt shige W W Aol 25k SIS
23] Bt} o] BAIZ wulstl 2o] gloAlzka? gtk ol

o g A BRI

Yes, of course. The world in general, and academia in particular, demand a
lot from us: our time, talents, energy. What it takes to be an excellent student
and a successful person in this world (measured by prestige, money, etc.)
sometimes feels the very opposite of what it takes to be a faithful Christian.
Do | work more on this paper, or do | study the Bible and pray? That’s a very
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concrete question that students (and |) face every day. Every day is a day
to fight the spiritual battle between loving this world and loving God. So |
continually remind myself that everything | do is ultimately for God, and that
| will stand before God’s judgment seat. | strive to put God first, obey His
commandments, and never compromise—worship services, prayer meetings,
Bible studies, fellowship with believers, these are my priorities. | believe God
honors that, and my life, which is outside my control anyway, will be shaped
for His purposes.
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Lastly, Is there anything else you want to tell the Christian students of Seoul
National University?

mREe 2, MEHe] A SYSOA Ul 42 EEol LA 3
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Be humble and cling to God. Also, remember that we are all running the
race together, even though the path may be hard at times—it is a narrow
path, as Jesus says. But God is faithful and sovereign over us, and we ought
to grow and mature in our faith where He has planted us. Don’t be afraid to
share your faith, your very identity in Christ, both by words and by how you
live.
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