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My SNU experience as a Christian

I am Nana Yaw Oppong-Yeboah, a 28-year old Ghanaian
who is associated with the Department of Environmental
Planning under the Graduate School of Environmental Studies
(GSES) of Seoul National University (SNU). I joined Seoul
National University International Church (SNUIC) during the
fall semester of 2016 which happened to be the period of my
enrolment at Seoul National University.

‘ \ h As a foreign Christian student in a land which has a different

- language, culture and belief systems, I found the church to
be the only place which resonated at the same frequency I did. This facilitated me to
settle down smoothly, partly because of the social support system the church had put
in place for International Students (both existing and new). Personally, I have learnt to
give unconditional support to people outside of my circles as well as to demonstrate
what agape love is to those people. I have had an unprecedented spiritual growth due
to the teaching I have being received from SNUIC which was delivered in various
forms to include but not limited to Church Service, Friday Bible Studies and small
groups fellowship. SNUIC helps to create an environment which enhances spiritual
growth, a sense of togetherness, and a community that has each other’s interest at
heart. Moreover, I can say with absolute certainty that my decision to join the SNUIC
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family was inspired by the Holy Spirit and this has been one of the best steps I have
ever taken during my illustrious stay in the Republic of Korea. Apparently, I consider
myself fortunate to have known Jesus Christ before I departed from my home country.
This made my transition into the Rep. of Korea less challenging because I knew that
the Lord who parted the Red Sea will make my stay a success in this foreign land.
My stay here coupled with my association with SNUIC has taught me to trust in the
Lord as He is able to do exceedingly and abundantly above all that we ask for and can
imagine.

Additionally, I wish to unequivocally say that SNUIC is the place I found love
and witnessed first-hand how people I have never known or encountered showed me
unconditional love and support during the course of my study at SNU. It was mind-
blowing to see the extent to which Christian professors have dedicated their resources
(time and money) to help advance the vision of Jesus Christ. At SNUIC, I came to the
realization that service to Jesus Christ transcends academic success, wealth acquisition
and the quest for power and fame. Observing the qualities exhibited by these astute
people, it taught me to reassess priorities and values.

I want to conclude by expressing my gratitude to my Father in heaven for being my
light in this increasing strange world. I also want to thank Pastor David Chae, Prof.
Moon Kim, Prof. Lee, and Prof. Yoo together with their supportive wives for the role
they have been playing to advance the will of God on SNU campus. It is my prayer
that God continues to crown their efforts with success.

Nana Yaw Oppong—Yeboah(Master's Student in Urban and Regional Planning)
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