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For the past

twelve years,

Professor Chu

Wujin and a

group of students

and alumni from

the College of

Business Administration have made a

yearly missionary trip to Kazakhstan and

Uzbekistan. This year however, due to the

increase in strict religious regulation in

Uzbekistan, the trip was made just to

Kazakhstan, where the majority of our

work was based in Immanuel Church in

Shymkent (the capital city of South

Kazakhstan Province). 

I was fortunate enough to be part of the

team this year and it was just as rewarding

as I expected it to be. Our main purpose

for being there was to help Immanuel

Church and its regional start-up churches

with its various works. This ranged from

helping out with the young people with

activities and games to praying for the sick

and weakly. 

The immediate difference I felt upon

arriving in Kazakhstan was most definitely

the economic standards of living.

Particularly in the smaller churches we

visited in the remote areas, it was clear that

there were very few of the luxuries we so

easily take for granted. Even still, the

Church members we met were possibly

the most hospitable group of people I had

encountered in my life, where they

wouldn t hesitate for a second to make us

feel welcome and at ease. We visited

several churches and every time there

would be a large number of members who

were sick and needed prayer. This was

personally the first time I ve ever prayed

for such a large number of people at one

given time and to be honest, it was quite

intimidating. Surprisingly however,

despite hardly knowing these people, I felt

a great attachment to them and something

in my heart really longed for them not only

to get physically better, but for their souls

to truly find God, which made the whole

process easier. I really sensed the Holy

Spirit being with us throughout the whole

journey, and indeed we all witnessed God

work wonders as he healed several

members. 

It was whilst working and interacting

with the young people though that I truly

sensed a deep attachment. Although many

of the children being unable to speak

English and our virtually nonexistent

knowledge of Russian or Kazakh

prevented us from having the lengthiest of

conversations, we were fortunate enough

to have a few girls to interpret for us. It

was here where I was disheartened to learn

that many of the young people had very

little hope in their futures. Because many

of their parents had lost their jobs, or were

unemployed perhaps because of an illness,

some felt there was not worth much doing

in life once they finished school. This was

particularly heartbreaking for me to hear,

and is something I will continue to pray

about. I was however, very happy to hear

that although many of their homes were

far away from Church, they would still

make the effort to come every week to

hear the gospel, which is definitely

something to praise the Lord about. 

Looking back at the trip overall, I think

the most impressionable impact made on

my life was witnessing the missionaries

give their entire lives for the work of God.

Although Kazakhstan officially allows

freedom of religion , there is still a vast

amount of repression. We learnt from

Pastor Kim (the Senior Pastor of

Immanuel Church) that every week a

KGB spy would listen in on the sermon

and report back to the officials if anything

too radical was being preached. There are

also a large number of self-identified

practicing Muslims particularly in the

southern part of Kazakhstan, where even

we could sense the spiritual tension. Some

of the missionaries have to travel 4 to 5

hours to get to their respective churches

with their families, yet even with these

challenges that they were faced with

everyday; it just amazed me to see how

happy they were purely in serving God

and doing His will. The world may look at

them and pity their doings, yet I could

really sense the Holy Spirit working in

their lives, and knew God would enrich

them with His blessings. I saw God s

grace through their lives, and hope to live

my life like theirs, following in Jesus

footsteps. 
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(Jünger erster Hand)

(Jünger zweiter Hand)

Die Jünger
Ein Bericht von der Nachfolge

damals und Heute
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